lovea triose games in memory 01 ner ; anu. me recollection of her sayings and of her gestures used to come to him like a happiness which, as he said, he wrested from a tomb.'
Other recollections  of this time  were  not  so pleasant.    Honore wished to shine in society.    No doubt the two " immense and sole desires—to be famous and to be loved"—which  haunted  him continually, till he at last obtained them at the cost of his life, were already at work within him, and he longed for the tender glances of some charming demoiselle.   At any rate he took dancing-lessons, and prepared himself to enter with grace into ladies' society.    Here,  however,   a   terrible   humiliation awaited him.   After all his  care  and pains,   he slipped and fell in the ball-room, and his mortification at the smiles of the women round   was  so great that he never danced again, but looked on henceforward with the cynicism which he expresses in the " Peau de Chagrin."    That wonderful book, side by side with its philosophical teaching, gives a graphic picture of one side of Balzac's restless, feverish youth, as " Louis Lambert" does  of his repressed childhood.   Neither Louis Lambert nor the   morbid and selfish Raphael give,  however, the slightest indication of Balzac's  most  salient characteristic both* as boy and youth—the healthy
